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Native South Car-
olina son Benja-
min Ryan Tillman, 
aka “Pitchfork 
Ben,” rode in on 

the coattails of Reconstruction. He was elected to 
the United States’ Senate in 1894 and served until 
his death in 1918. Tillman was the racists’ racist. He 
was proud of his perch atop the white supremacist 
heap. After organizing a state constitutional conven-
tion in 1895 that disenfranchised all black people 
and led to laws that stayed on the books for dec-
ades, Tillman said, We have done our level best… We 
stuffed ballot boxes. We shot them. We are not 
ashamed of it.  
 
Tillman was instrumental in the founding of Clemson 
College, now Clemson University. Clemson’s adminis-
trative building is named after him. All students must 
cross the threshold of Tillman Hall in order to pro-
cess their semester schedules and other details of 
academic life. All students. After refusing initially to 
budge following the murders at Charleston’s Emanu-
el AME Church on June 17, on July 17, the Clemson 
University Board of Trustees approved a task force to 
explore the renaming of Tillman Hall. I’ll keep you 
posted. There being so few (if any) public buildings 
and major city streets in South Carolina that aren’t 
named after an esteemed, if subtle, white suprema-
cist, I’m a little bit on the fence when it comes to 
massive name-changing, but removing Tillman’s 
name from the Clemson University administration 
building ought to be a no-brainer.  
 
For additional gruesome details about the life of 
“Pitchfork Ben” than I have space to tell here, all 
credit goes to journalist Will Moredock’s book Living 
in Fear (Frontline Press 2015, available on line), a 
selection of columns from the alternative Charleston 
City Paper. Moredock, a native South Carolinian, also 
is a Unitarian Universalist. 
 
Last Saturday the Ku Klux Clan rallied around the 
spot on the statehouse lawn where there used to be 
a flagpole. Naturally there were counter protesters. 
Neither side behaved very well. Flying a large Confed-
erate flag from one’s truck bed seems to be all the 
rage. The road breeze keeps it aloft. Apparently none 
of the Anderson County legislative delegation voted 
to take down the flag in Columbia. 
 
 

Yet I haven’t seen as many emblems of defiance 
waving from lawns and truck beds as I expected to 
see. The first four were in Georgia. 
 
I’m having a theme-based summer break. The theme 
is my own “white fragility,” an instinct I share with 
most white people to debate, rationalize, deflate or 
simply shy away from racial stress in any form. Read-
ing Will Moredock and others while reflecting on my 
South Carolina citizenship in light of recent events, 
I’ve concluded that while white supremacy may be a 
brick wall, especially in the South, white fragility can 
be dismantled, even here. The key is in our hands. All 
we have to do is surrender our dread of saying the 
“wrong” thing, allow our vulnerability to show, and 
risk the discomfort that almost inevitably precedes 
transformational learning. 
 
I grew up emotionally fragile on so many levels. Con-
gregational ministry has been excellent therapy for 
getting over most of that, although occasionally I 
backslide. Generations of Unitarian Universalists, 
myself among them, were taught from the outset to 
wear our doubts and skepticisms on our sleeves, to 
take a reasoned stand and hone our arguments. For 
such a humanistic tribe of believers, sometimes we 
can be remarkably awful at chancing the most ele-
mental human trait of all—vulnerability. Defensive-
ness is our bugaboo. I see that changing, but we 
need more practice. So on the path to cracking open 
my white fragility, I plan to start by being a little less 
protective of my self-image as an invulnerable UU. 
 
At my first UUA General Assembly on joining the min-
istry, a colleague “reassured” me that once I had 
some experience under my belt, I could find a real 
congregation. I was pretty sure she meant a congre-
gation that wasn’t in South Carolina, maybe in the 
South at all. Eighteen years later, here I still am, lov-
ing the earthly beauty and authentic human good-
ness I have discovered in a state that was literally 
founded on the slave trade. (Barbados had gotten 
too crowded.) Lately I’m more alert than ever to the 
contradiction. I want to push back the shadow of my 
own complicity. I have a lot of brave men and women 
to thank for waking me up. Tragically, nine of them 
are dead.  
 
- Rev. Cynthia  Prescott 
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Ministers and members 
came from UU congrega-
tions all around Atlanta 
and our surrounding area 
on Sunday afternoon 
(7/12/15) to gather in a 
celebration of marriage for 
six couples following the 
historical  
U.S. Supreme Court 

decision that  same-sex couples have the right to marry in all 50 states. 
They had been invited by the host congregation, the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Atlanta (UUCA), to come and were encouraged to wear 
their Standing on the Side of Love t-shirts.  

Including the crowd from UUCA, more than 250 UUs came — from North-
west (NWUUC), Gwinnett (UUCG), Georgia Mountains (GMUUC), and Ath-
ens (UUFA). 

Midway through the service, the 6 couples were invited to come down to 
the sanctuary floor. There each couple was joined by a minister and had 
the private opportunity to exchange rings or tokens of love and affection 
with each other as well as exchange vows and receive a private blessing 
from the minister on their union. 

After the Rev. Anthony Makar (UUCA) pronounced the couples mar-
ried, the congregation erupted in cheers and bubbles. 

A celebratory reception in the UUCA Social Hall followed the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Day at UUCA was a wonderful opportunity for Atlanta UUs to 
visibly demonstrate to our greater Atlanta community our strong com-
mitment of support for same-sex marriage. I hope you didn’t miss it! 

 

- Kitty Meyers 

 

 

 

“If we are living, breathing, hurting, laughing, crying, questing human 

beings, it is impossible not to be theologians—theology has to do with 

ultimate concern and commitment, by whatever names we call 

them—It has to do with the stuff of human experience, the meaning 

of being and becoming,” says Rev. Richard Gilbert. His classic curric-

ulum offers some tools for exploring that meaning and building a 

theology based on our own individual experience. “We do theology 

not to become divine, but to become more human,” he says.  

Participants asked to purchase the text Building Your Own Theology: 
Second Edition. The facilitator will order the text in bulk from the UUA 
Bookstore for $13 each. 

Building Your Own Theology meets Thursday evenings, 7:00-9:00, 

Discovery Hall; 10 sessions - Sept. 24 - Dec. 3 (excluding Thanksgiv-

ing) – limited to 15 participants - Dave Hudson, facilitator   

- Dave Hudson 

New Adult Enrichment Course Offering 

Building Your Own Theology – Thursday evenings, 7:30-9:00, 10 
sessions - Sept. 24 - Dec. 3 (excluding Thanksgiving) – limited to 15 
participants - Dave Hudson, facilitator   

 “If we are living, breathing, hurting, laughing, crying, questing human 
beings, it is impossible not to be theologians….Theology has to do 
with ultimate concern and commitment, by whatever names we call 
them….It has to do with the stuff of human experience, the meaning 
of being and becoming,” says Rev. Richard Gilbert. His classic curric-
ulum offers some tools for exploring that meaning and building a 
theology based on our own individual experience. “We do theology 
not to become divine, but to become more human,” he says.  

Participants asked to purchase the text Building Your Own Theology: 
Second Edition. The facilitator will order the text in bulk from the UUA 
Bookstore for $13 each. 

 

 

 

 

 

New Adult Enrichment Course 
Offering: Building Your Own 
Theology 

Atlanta UUs Marry LGBTQ Couples  
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A Heart’s Desire Bird Walk  

 
At our gala Heart’s Desire Good and Services Auction, UUMANs get 
creative in both giving and having fun. Offering original artwork, gour-
met meals and movie parties at home are a few of the ways we 
shared our talents, with proceeds from the bids going 100% to 
UUMAN.  
 
One of the more unusual items from this past year’s auction was a 
guided bird-watching walk on the banks of the Chattahoochee, led by 
our knowledgeable life-long nature enthusiast, Dave Hudson.  This 
was such a popular item that Dave generously agreed to lead several 
walks at different times to accommodate everyone who bid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the warm, bright 
morning of  June 
20th, Dave brought a 
small group of us to a 
Chattahoochee Na-
tional Recreation 
Area park in Cobb 
County. Some of us 
were already 
“birders,” some were 
novices; but with 
Dave’s help we were 
able to see red-
headed woodpeckers, 
indigo buntings, and 
other assorted wood-
land creatures. We 
were even able to do 
some “birding by 
ear,”  identifying 
some of the more 
elusive species by 
matching their songs 
with Dave’s cellphone 
birding app. It was a 
highly entertaining 
and rewarding morn-
ing. Thank you, Dave – we hope you will consider offering this again 
at the next Heart’s Desire.  
 
-- Carole Herman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Care Circle Social 
 
UUMAN’s Care Circles are our geographical groupings of members, to help us get to know those who live nearest to us. Sometimes they are 
the first people we turn to when we need support in a crisis. Other times, we get together just to socialize. On June 28th, the Neon Green Care 
Circle (Roswell / Alpharetta / Milton area) held a pot-luck lunch in Fellowship Hall after the Sunday service. What a delicious spread! Salads, 
fried chicken, rolls, devilled eggs, and more were part of the plenty. The variety of desserts was exceeded only by their deliciousness, and the 
company, of course, was unsurpassed. It was a lot of fun. Let’s do it again soon! 
 
-- Carole Herman 
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Thank you to all of the generous people who made contributions to 
UUMAN Life Events Gifting this past fiscal year.  The thirty-eight gifts 
totaled $3,025.  The events recognized included weddings, vow re-
newals, memorials, graduations and Father's Day.  If you are interest-
ed in recognizing a life event, please see the poster in the narthex for 
details or contact Jan Wilson at 
 

Below is a list of those who chose to use Life Events Gifting to let 
others know they were thinking of them in their time of joy or sorrow: 

 Lois Puzey 

David and Kate Hudson (2) 

Patricia McNabb 

Bill and Diantha Horton (2) 

Susan Wilson 

Claire Sullivan (3) 

Jan Wilson and Doug Stump (3) 

Philip and Marilyn Horton 

Stan and Anne Shapiro 

Bernard and Annalies Woesten 

Carole Herman 

Gary and Bettie McClain 

Kirk and Margot Bogue 

Bruce and McPatti Langston (3) 

John and Valerie Davis 

Ilona Walker 

David Dufek 

Marshall and Julia Fogel 

Sue Tromblee 

Donna Guile 

John Wheeler 

Rich and Jayne Foley 

John and Dot Daly 

Marion and Suzanne Banerian 

Marc and Carolyn Lee 

Carole Marra 

Terry Parkerson 

Joe and Ann Creech 

John and Miriam Patanian 

Sheila K. Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to commemorate the happy occasions in the lives of our 
UUMAN members and other friends of UUMAN. We are looking for  

Naming Ceremonies, Graduations, Marriages, Anniversaries, Retire-

ments, and Birthdays. 

Please submit the information about your special day, in the month 

prior to the event, to Claire Sullivan at   

 
 
 

Life Celebrations  

Date Celebration 

8/2 Ian G. of the MCY program is celebrating a birthday  

Griffin S. of the MCY program is celebrating a birthday  

Sue Hagood is celebrating a birthday  

8/22 Lilyan G. of the MCY program is celebrating a birthday  

8/25 Tim Link is celebrating a birthday  

8/26 Rebecca Ben-David is celebrating a birthday  

8/27 Claire K. of the MCY program is celebrating a birthday  

8/7  

Life Events 
Gifting 
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Orange Coneflower 

Sedum 

Pink Crepe Myrtle 

F R O M  T H E  G A R D E N   

 
Hello Fellow Gardeners, 
 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month, from mid-March 
to mid-November. This month, we will be meeting on August 10 and 
August 24. We usually work from around 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., 
but sometimes we start a little early to try to beat the heat. UUMAN 
Announcements are sent out the Friday before each work day. Hope 
you can join us! 
 
Claire Sullivan 
UUMAN Gardening Group  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day Lilies with Lantana in the Background 

Orange Coneflower with Buttterfly 

Zinnias Purple Coneflower 
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A Month of Sundays  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about  events, see the UUMAN Events Calendar at 

www.uuman.org. 

ABOUT THE UUMANTIimes: The UUMANTimes is the newsletter of Unitarian 

Universalist Metro Atlanta North (UUMAN). We go live with each issue by the 

first Sunday of the month; deadline for submissions is typically on the 22nd of 

the month proceeding the issue date. Please email your news articles and 

artwork to Becky at  

Date Topic Speaker 

8/2/15 We are Building a New Way  

In the summer, we sometimes have a 
different kind of worship service. Five 
members of our congregation attended 
workshops and services at General As-
sembly in Portland, Oregon.  Three will, 
in short talks between anthems and 
congregational singing, share some of 
the excitement found there. The theme 
for 2015's General Assembly was 
"Building a New Way." The "Summer 
Chalice Choir" has learned three an-
thems performed at the 2015 General 
Assembly last June. Come Sunday as we 
consider how we build new ways at 
UUMAN. Darya Aberback will serve as 
worship associate, and the special mu-
sic includes "Pass on the Light," "Draw 
the Circle Wide" and "We Will Walk To-
gether."   

Worship 

Committee 

8/9/15 My Life and Values  

 

Lay Speaker:  
Jennifer 
Ratcliffe  

8/16/15 Ingathering  Toniann Read 

8/23/15 Where Ya Gonna Run To?  

Unitarian Universalists do not believe in 
sin, “original” or otherwise.  We do be-
lieve in the possibility of redemption—
that even the most serious wrongdoing 
ought not separate anyone permanently 
from love, community, and society. Af-
firming “the inherent worth and dignity 
of every person” may be the most diffi-
cult challenge of our faith. 

Rev. Cynthia 

Prescott 

8/30/15 Creating a Culture of Empathy 

A recent article in the New York Times 
reports that empathy is not  instinctive, 
that we learn to care for and about oth-
ers. A few studies have suggested that 
empathy actually may get in the way of 
“doing the right thing”. The UUMAN 
Healthy Congregations Team (HCT) and I 
disagree heartily.  

Rev. Cynthia 

Prescott 

Date Event 

Humanism 

2nd Sunday of 

each month, 

after the ser-

vice, in the 

sanctuary.  

21st Century Humanism focuses on the philoso-

phy of mankind as the center of all things, in-

forms members of Humanism's nature and histo-

ry, and emphasizes free and frank discussion of 

the effect on humanity of past and present 

events, safe from the influence of contravening 

public opinion.  For more information, contact 

John Peltier at 

Tuesdays at 

10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 in Dis-

covery Hall 

Circle of Women 
We aim to develop a warm nurturing circle of 
trust where we can share ourselves and our lives.  

Contact Kate Hudson 
or Linda Etheridge 

Wednesdays 

from 7:00  - 

9:30 p.m. 

UUMAN’s Painting Group 

Come paint with us in a relaxed atmosphere with 

a glass of wine. All are welcome. There is a fee 

but half is donated to UUMAN.   

Weekly on 

Wednesdays at 

12:15 

Daytimers 

The Daytimers group discusses contemporary, 
thought-provoking topics such as current political 
issues or social trends that may affect everyone 
at some level. All are invited to attend. For infor-
mation, contact Dan Ben-David at   

Fourth Saturday 

of the month at 

7:30 p.m. 

The Common Grounds Coffee House  

Connecting people who love to play music with 

those who love to listen!  

Doors open at 7 pm (except April this year it is 

the 3rd Saturday). Live music and delicious re-

freshments, $5 suggested donation, held in the 

Sanctuary.   

Saturdays from 

9:30 a.m. to 

10:30 a.m. in 

the sanctuary 

Centering at UUMAN 

Silent meditation Saturday mornings at UUMAN. 

Please come at 9:10 for some basic instruction if 

it is your first time. The meditation itself begins 

promptly 9:30. Please be in your seats on time. 

Those who wish to may stay after for 30 to 45 

minutes of discussion about our experiences. 

For more information, contact Carolyn Bommarito 

at  

August Events 



Ministry with Children & youth  

 

* Welcome to UUMAN’s MCY * Welcome for the first time * Welcome back * 
 

…welcome to the place where you will always find a friend waiting, to a place where what you say, what you think, what 
you feel, and where what you believe really matters! Welcome to a place where you will find a promise that you will be 
valued, loved and supported, and where we will expect the same from you in return. Welcome to a place where Love & 
Justice are tenets of our faith, a faith that holds us to our promises to one another. Welcome to a place where we 
‘snuggle and struggle’ with ourselves and each other as we grow in faith together. Welcome to your Church home. 
I hope that you have all had a wonderful summer and now I am so glad that we are together again! We have some great 
RE Teams shaping up & a fantastic MCY Council who have already been busy making plans for a year full of wonderful 
experiences for us to create & share. I am excited about the work that we will do together! 
Our theme for this year is ‘Undivided’. This is a deep call to live with integrity by faithfully engaging in a persistent effort 
to honor and share the truest parts of ourselves and the Principles that drive us in our journey towards a more just world. 
This promises to be an exciting year of life-changing religious exploration and deepening faith for us all...  

 

So, I invite you all to join me, with minds & hearts wide open, as we look forward to being together again! 
 

MCY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
AUGUST 2015 

 

Aug 2 – MCY Council Retreat 
Aug 8 – MCY Volunteer Training           
                (8.30am-1.00pm) DH  
Aug 15 – ‘COA’ Orientation 
                (10.00am-4.00pm) DH  
Aug 16 – Ingathering Service 
Aug 16 - MCY Volunteer Training           
                (12.30-4.00pm) DH 
Aug 21 – Family Ministry Potluck 
 

CONTACT TONIANN 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

10.00am-4.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am-2.30pm 

 

Office Telephone: (770) 992-3949 
Email: dmcy@uuman.org 

 

 

Religious Exploration (RE) Begins Sunday Aug 23rd!  

The 6 Components of a Balanced  
Ministry With Children & Youth 

 

Worship! 
Multigenerational! 

Fellowship! 
Social Action! 

Learning! 
Leadership! 

 

Meet Your New MCY Council 
 

Kathy Hubbard – Chair 
Melissa Begley – Vision Team Coordinator 

Mike Chambers – Communications 
Carolina Patlis - RE Associate Coordinator 

Merri Beth Stephens – RE Support Coordinator 
Jen Saltzman - Social Action Coordinator 

Randy Blasch – Worship Coordinator 
Kara Sweeney – Family Ministry Coordinator 

 

Contact - mcyc@uuman.org 
 

 



Ministry with Children & youth  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Young Religious Unitarian Universalists 

* Seeking Youth Advisors *  
 

• Are you interested in creating 
intergenerational community? 

• Are you intrigued by the idea of 
Youth/Adult alliances? 

• Do you like playing games, deep 
conversation & worshipping at 
midnight (followed by breakfast 
at Waffle House)? 

• Are you over a UUMAN 
member over 25 years old? 

 

We have a program waiting for YOU! 
 

Please see Toniann about joining 
our MCY as a Youth Advisor. 

 
 

 

YRUU 

    

 
Save The Date 

For these upcoming youth events… 
 

September 25-27th - COA Fall Retreat 
October 11th – Gay Pride Parade & Festival 
October 31-Nov 1st – Halloween Activities 
November 14th – IRC Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 21st-23rd – Jr. Youth Mountain Con  
December 5-7th – Sr. Mountain Youth Con  

        
 ‘Coming of Age’ 

 

Orientation and 
Facilitator/Mentor Retreat 

Saturday August 15th 
(10.00am-4.00pm) 

Religious Exploration ‘Kick-Off’ Weekend! 
 

         Friday August 21st  
 

Family Potluck 
 

 
 

6.00-8.30 pm 
Bring your family and a dish to 

share. You are invited to visit your 
RE Team Rooms after supper 

 
 

Saturday August 8th 
 

MCY Volunteer 
Training  

 

Join your MCY Council and 
fellow volunteers for a morning 
of learning, fun and fellowship 

 

9.00 am-1.00 pm 
Breakfast at 8.30 am 

 

Childcare by request 

Sunday August 23rd   
 

Religious 
Exploration 

Begins! 
 

Sessions begin for Preschool 
through 12th Grade 

 

Children & Youth begin in their 
rooms at 10.30 am 

ADULTS WANTED! 
 

UUMAN’s Youth Adult Committee (YAC) needs adult 
advisors. We are seeking one youth parent rep. and one 
not youth parent rep. Please contact Toniann if you are 
interested in learning more…   
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